
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Matters Report 2018: Key Findings Brief 

 
Without urgent action, the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-
home care will more than triple over the next 20 years. This year’s Family Matters Report 
finds that not only have we failed to turn the tide on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child 
removals, but the outcomes for children and families are getting worse. 
 
What is Family Matters? 
 
Family Matters is Australia’s national campaign to ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children and young people grow up safe and cared for in family, community and 
culture.  
 
OUR GOAL is to eliminate the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children in out-of-home care by 2040.  
 
Family Matters is led by SNAICC – National Voice for our Children, the national peak body 
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, and supported by a strategic alliance of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-Indigenous organisations. 
 
Since 2016, the campaign has released an annual Family Matters Report that examines how 
Australia is faring in improving the safety and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children. It is clear from this year’s report that without substantial efforts to refocus 
policy and investment on prevention and early intervention, children will continue to be at risk 
of separation from their families, communities and cultures.  
 
  

How	to	use	this	brief:	
	

• The Family Matters Report 2018 will be launched in Sydney this Tuesday 27 
November and we want you to help Australia take notice. 

• Use these briefing notes for media releases and contact Zoë Mayers at AbSec 
(0448 587 318, zoe.mayers@absec.org.au) to arrange an interview with a 
campaign spokesperson. 

• Share	the	Family	Matters	Report	2018	(available	at	www.familymatters.org.au)	and	
its	findings	as	widely	as	possible	on	your	social	media	platforms	including	
#FamilyMatters	after	7:30am	AEDT,	this	Tuesday	27	November. 

• Support	Family	Matters	by	signing	our	Statement	of	Commitment.		
 
 



Key findings of the Family Matters Report 2018 
 

• The crisis of over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children in Australia’s child protection systems continues to escalate at an 
alarming rate. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are now 10 times more 
likely to be removed from their families than non-Indigenous children. 

 
• Data projections suggest that the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander children in care will more than triple in the next 20 years if we do not 
change our course of action.  

 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care are at 

serious risk of being disconnected from their families, communities, and 
cultures. Fewer than half of our children are being placed with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander carers, following a steep decline over the last 10 years. They are also 7 
times more likely to be on a permanent care order until the age of 18.  

 
• The trauma associated with child removal is intergenerational. A recent report by the 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation finds that, when compared 
to other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, members of the Stolen 
Generations and their descendants are more likely to have poor mental health.  

 
• Poverty is a major driver of child protection involvement. Insecure housing, in 

particular, can lead to children coming to the attention of child protection authorities. 
In 2016-17, 25% of the clients accessing homelessness services were 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.  One in four Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander clients using these services was a child under the age of 10 
years. 

 
• In 2016-17 only 17% of child protection funding was invested in support 

services for children and their families, while 83% was invested in child 
protection services and out-of-home care.  This shows that we are spending 
money reacting to problems, rather than investing in solutions. We need increased 
investment in early intervention and prevention services to ensure that families and 
children get the supports they need.  

 
• Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who are 5 years old are more 

than twice as likely to be developmentally delayed. However, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children are attending Commonwealth funded early 
childhood education and care services at half the rate of non-Indigenous 
children. Evidence shows that the early years are the most vital time to change 
lifelong outcomes for children, but the Federal government has no target or plan to 
address this gap in service access.  

 
• There are some states and territories that have taken important positive action 

over the past year to recognise that self-determination of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander communities is central to child safety and wellbeing. The 
Queensland First Child and Families Board has been appointed, and will provide 
independent monitoring and oversight for the Our Way strategy. In Victoria, Aboriginal 
communities, the government and community services organisations signed 
Wungurilwil Gapgapduir: Aboriginal Children and Families Agreement, a tri-partite 
commitment to achieve better outcomes for Aboriginal children.  



Key recommendations 
 
Addressing the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-
home care requires: 
 

1. A generational Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Strategy to eliminate 
over-representation in out-of-home care and address the causes of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander child removal, developed by the Council of Australian 
Governments in partnership with SNAICC and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
leadership. 
 

2. A target and strategy to increase proportional investment in evidence-informed and 
culturally supportive prevention and early intervention services that are accessible for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families. 

 
3. A target and strategy to Close the Gap in developmental outcomes for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander children in the early years, and in access to vital preventive 
services in early childhood education and care and maternal and child health. This 
must include: 

a. Funding universal preschool access for 3 and 4 year olds, including additional 
funding to ensure a minimum 3 days per week access for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children; and 

b. Investing in quality Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-controlled 
integrated early years services through a specific program with targets to 
increase coverage in areas with high Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
populations and high levels of disadvantage.  


