
 

The Community Services Directorate (CSD) maintains an ongoing commitment and focus to reduce 

the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care. CSD 

continues to focus on implementing initiatives that have a particular focus on addressing 

over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people in the child 

protection system. I have provided an overview of these below. 

In the compilation of data for submission to this report, it was noted the measure "children 

commencing family support services (non-intensive)" by Indigenous status in 2017-18 is not 

comparable_ to published data from 2016-17. In 2016-17 occasions of service were reported, which 

resulted in an elevated number. In 2017-18 the tables represent the number of children accessing 

Child and Family Centres. Corrected 2016-17 figures have been provided in the data attached for 

comparison. 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Agreement 

The ACT Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Agreement 2019-2028 (the Agreement) is a significant 

commitment by the ACT Government, in partnership with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Elected Body, to achieving the vision of equitable outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres S_trait Islander 

Canberrans. 
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I am committed to providing information through the Assembly to the ACT community on progress of 

A Step Up for Our Kids, including half yearly snapshot reports on key data indicators. The most recent 

report was tabled in April 2019 and is available at the following link. 

https:ljwww.communityservices.act.gov.au/ data/assets/file/0007 /1385494/A-Step-Up-for-our

Kids Snapshot-Report.pdf 

The Mid-Strategy Evaluation report is also available on the CSD website 

https://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/ data/assets/pdf file/0009/1393803/Final Mid

Strategy-Evaluation-Report.pdf 

The impact of the reform is starting to realise some benefits, with evidence of a reduction in the 

number of children entering out of home care, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 

and young people. The most current data shows that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and 

young people represented 22 per cent of those entering care in the first half of 2018-19 compared 

with 32 per cent in the equivalent period in 2017-18. This data will be reflected in the updated version 

of the next snapshot report. 
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