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17 October 2019 
 
Family Matters report reveals increasing crisis for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander children 
 
The crisis of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children being over-represented in 
the child protection systems continues to escalate at an alarming rate, reveals The 
Family Matters Report 2019 
 
The report also shows a growing trend towards permanent placement away from 
their families and that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children continue to 
experience high levels of disadvantage. 
 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are 37.3% of the total out-of-home care 
population, including foster care, but only 5.5% of the total population of children. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are now 10.2 times more likely to be 
removed from their families than non-Indigenous children. 
 
“If we do not change our course of action the number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children in care will more than double in the next 10 years,” says Family 
Matters Co-Chair Richard Weston. 
 
“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children are seven times more likely to be on a 
permanent care order until 18 years. They are at serious risk of permanent 
separation from their families, cultures and communities.  
 
“The trauma associated with child removal is intergenerational. It affects a person’s 
functioning in the world, has an adverse impact on family relationships and creates 
vulnerability in families. 
 
“Healing is an important part of reclaiming the resilience we need to deal with life’s 
challenges and address the burden of trauma in our communities,” says Mr Weston. 
 
The decreasing rate of placement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
with Indigenous carers dropped from 49.4% to 45% in a year and has declined from 
65.3% in 2006. 
 
The Family Matters Report 2019 also reveals poverty and homelessness has a 
profound impact on children being removed from their home. Nearly one in three 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are living below the poverty line. 
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander householders are almost twice as likely to 
experience rental stress. 
 
“Household income and access to safe and healthy housing have a substantial 
impact on the capacity of families to provide safe and supportive care for children,” 
says Family Matters Co-Chair Natalie Lewis. 
 
“Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children experience disadvantage across 
a range of early childhood areas, are more likely to be developmentally delayed at 
the age of five and attend childcare services at half the rate of non-Indigenous 
children. 
 
“We stress the need for an increased investment in prevention and early intervention 
to redress the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in 
out-of-home care. Consistently, more funding is invested in child protection services 
than support services,” says Ms Lewis. 
 
The Family Matters Report 2019 calls for: 
 

1. A national comprehensive Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s 
strategy that includes generational targets to eliminate over-representation 
and address the causes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child removal. 

2. Investment in quality Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-
controlled integrated early years services through a specific program with 
targets to increase coverage in areas of high Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander population and high levels of disadvantage. 

3. Establishing state-based and national Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
children’s commissioners to enable improved government accountability and 
oversight 

4. An end to legal orders for permanent care and adoption for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children, replaced by a focus on supporting their 
connections to kin, culture and community. 

 
Family Matters is Australia’s national campaign to ensure Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children and young people grow up safe and cared for in family, community 
and culture. It aims to eliminate the over-representation of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander children in out-of-home care by 2040. 
 
Family Matters – Strong communities. Strong culture. Stronger children. is led by 
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children and a group of eminent Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander leaders from across the country. The campaign is supported by 



 
 

 
C/O SNAICC 
National Voice for our Children 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Corporation 
Melbourne Polytechnic 
Level 7, 20 Otter Street  
Collingwood VIC 3066 

 
Phone 03 9419 1921 
PO Box 1144, Collingwood VIC 3066 
familymatters@snaicc.org.au | http://www.familymatters.org.au 
 

a Strategic Alliance of over 150 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and non-
Indigenous organisations. 
 
Since 2016, the campaign has released an annual Family Matters report that 
examines how Australia is faring in improving the safety and wellbeing of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children. 
 

The Family Matters 2019 Report Launch 
 

7.30am Thur Oct 17, Old Parliament House Canberra 
 

9am Media Opportunity, Old Parliament House 
 

11am Door Stop, Senate Courtyard, Parliament House 
 

Media Inquiries: Mark Jeffery, 0419 732 583 
 
 
About SNAICC – National Voice for our Children: 
  
SNAICC – National Voice for our Children is the national non-government peak body for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. It works for the fulfilment of the rights of 
children to ensure their safety, development and wellbeing. 
  
Founded in 1981, SNAICC was called Secretariat of National Aboriginal and Islander Child 
Care until it was changed to SNAICC – National Voice for our Children. For over 30 years 
SNAICC has achieved key milestones in policy development at state, territory and federal 
levels and developed innovative and useful resources for the sector. 
  
Over the past 30 years SNAICC’s efforts has resulted in many key milestones and 
achievements both in policy developments at state, territory and federal levels and in 
developing innovative and useful resources for the sector. 
  
SNAICC is governed by an influential Board of Directors made up of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community-controlled children and family services. 


