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The Australian Capital Territory has one of the highest rates of over-representation in 
the country. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were shockingly 16.3 times 
more likely to be in out-of-home care than non-Indigenous children in 2017-18. This 
is a significant increase since last year when the rate of over-representation was 13.9 
more likely. 
 
The Australian Capital Territory Government has recently progressed some 
promising initiatives to tackle this issue. For example, they have funded a pilot 
program called Functional Family Therapy-Child Welfare, which is managed by 
Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation and OzChild. The program works 
specifically with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families with children and young 
people aged from birth to 17 years who are at risk of entering the out-of-home care 
system. So far, the program has seen promising results with 24 families and 68 
children in total being strongly engaged in the program. None of the children have 
entered out-of-home care since accessing the program.  
 
While this is a promising result, preventative efforts in the Australian Capital Territory 
remain inadequate to eliminate the rising rate of over-representation. The 
government’s spending on family support and intensive family support services 
comprised just 13.4% of total funding spent on child protection in 2017-18 and 
investment in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-controlled 
organisations (ACCOs) remains very low. It is difficult for ACCOs to keep up with the 
rate at which children and families need support from culturally safe services. In 
addition, more must be done by the Community Services Directorate to embed all 
five elements of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle in 
all of their work.  
 
The government has built stronger partnerships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander organisations and communities to tackle the escalating rate of child 
removals than in previous years, through initiatives like the Our Booris, Our Way 
Steering Committee. However, the government has only progressed some of the 
recommendations put forward by the Aboriginal-led committee. There is a need to set 
up an Aboriginal-led oversight body to monitor government’s implementation of the 
recommendations by the Our Booris, Our Way Steering Committee to ensure 
government is accountable to its commitments.  
 



	

 
 
There is also limited government transparency when it comes to understanding the 
progress of policies and programs that are there to improve outcomes for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander children and families. For example, there is limited 
information available on whether the programs under A Step Up for Our Kids, the 
Australian Capital Territory’s out-of-home care strategy, are being progressed and 
are bringing about positive results for our children.  
 
While the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Elected Body plays a strong role in 
advocating for the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, there is no 
peak body dedicated to Aboriginal children or a commissioner for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children and young people in the Australian Capital Territory. 
The Our Booris, Our Way Steering Committee has recommended that the 
government establish a dedicated children’s commissioner. To improve outcomes for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the Australian Capital Territory, it is 
integral to implement a commissioner, along with other recommendations outlined in 
the Our Booris, Our Way review. 
 
Overall, while there has been some progress, the Australian Capital Territory must 
work in partnership with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and invest more 
in our solutions and children if we are to bring about the change that Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children deserve.  
 
 


