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Queensland continues to progress a number of significant reforms to eliminate the 
over-representation of Aboriginal and Strait Islander children in the child protection 
system. The Child Protection Reform Amendment Act 2017 commenced October 
2018, embedding the following foundations for reform: 

• strengthening the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to 
self-determination 

• acknowledging and enabling the participation of families and communities as 
the best source of cultural knowledge in relation to their children 

• embedding all five elements of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child 
Placement Principle  

• placing greater emphasis on ongoing connections and culture as a protective 
factor.  

 
A key opportunity for the year ahead is to support the transfer of legislated 
delegations from the chief executive to an appropriate Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander entity, which is made possible by changes to the Act.  
 
Progress towards key priorities outlined in Our Way: A generational strategy for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families (2017-2037) and the first 
Changing Tracks Action Plan (2017-2019) is showing promising results. 
 
The Queensland First Children and Families Board (QFCFB), consisting of majority 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander sector and community membership, is guiding 
the implementation, investment and evaluation of Our Way and associated action 
plans.  
 
Key achievements to date include: 

• commencement of the First 1000 Days program 
• investment in 33 Family Wellbeing Services and 13 Family Participation 

Programs delivered by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community-
controlled organisations (ACCOs).  

 
Services receive training and implementation support through the Queensland 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Protection Peak (QATSICPP).  
 
QATSICPP resources provide ACCOs and government services guidance on 
upholding the cultural authority and self-determination of families, including the recent 
Position Statement on Aboriginal Kinship Care (2018). 



 
Ongoing challenges include lack of investment in, and data regarding, reunifying 
children and young people disconnected from family, and increasing early access for 
families and children with complex needs to culturally appropriate services. 
 
Queensland is now delivering family-led decision-making statewide, though there is 
more work to be done to ensure investment is targeted and enables families to 
access family-led decision-making at all points of the child protection continuum, 
especially at their first engagement to prevent further progression along that 
continuum. 
 
QATSICPP is working with the Queensland Government to obtain data that will 
inform the development of catchment profiles aligned with Queensland’s Family 
Wellbeing Services. Once established these local-level report cards will profile key 
outcomes and indicators, consistent with the scope of measures in this report, to tell 
the story of regional, state and national outcomes for our children and provide clear 
line of sight for what changes need to be made and where.  
 
Other developments currently underway include: 

• a wellbeing outcomes framework  
• a healing framework 
• trialling of a self-audit tool to assist services to operate according to the 

Family Matters building blocks 
• review of the Queensland Family and Child Commission, which will influence 

appropriate resourcing and structure reflective of the overly-represented 
families in out-of-home care, such as the introduction of a dedicated 
commissioner for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children. 

 


