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The Family Matters Working Group in South Australia (FMWGSA) works to further 
the priorities of the national Family Matters Roadmap, and to work alongside 
community, government and non-government partners in order to further the over-
arching objective of reducing the over-representation of Aboriginal children in the 
South Australian child protection system (reported at 33% in the 2019 Report on 
Government Services) and to increase the percentage of children placed in 
accordance with the Child Placement Principle (65% in 2018)1. 
 
In 2019, the working group has refreshed its local strategy to focus on creating more 
meaningful opportunities for Aboriginal families to take part in the discussions and 
decisions that affect them and their children. This means providing safe and culturally 
respectful spaces for families to engage in problem identification and the 
implementation of family and community-based solutions to issues that may lead to 
young people coming into contact with the Department for Child Protection (DCP). 
We are supportive of local level Aboriginal family-led decision-making and encourage 
the Department for Child Protection to increase its efforts in the implementation of 
family group conferencing approaches when working with our children and families.  
 
The Family Matters Working Group SA supported a National Week of Action event on 
25 May 2019 in the Adelaide CBD, celebrating Aboriginal cultural connections, 
cultural heritage and the important role of Elders in supporting children and families, 
supported by Tauto Sansbury (Co-Chair), Aunty Heather Agius and Aunty Yvonne 
Agius, respected community Elders and leaders in keeping the campaign both 
relevant and connected to communities. 
 
Family Matters South Australia’s implementation of priority change efforts is entirely 
linked to levels of resourcing to support the working group’s strategy. Whilst the 
working group has been able to rely on modest financial contributions from the DCP 
and sector partners over the last two years, any substantial scaling up of change 
efforts will require a much more targeted investment in campaign infrastructure, 
including additional staff to support family and community engagement initiatives. 
 

																																																								
1 Office of the Guardian for Children and Young People (2019). ‘Snapshot of Australian Aboriginal 
Children and Young People in Care and/or Detention from the Report on Government Services 2019, 
April 2019, accessed at www.gcyp.sa.gov.au 
 



The working group acknowledges initiatives by DCP to develop specific responses 
for Aboriginal families and children (including the Aboriginal Action Plan 2019-20), 
and also acknowledge a slight reduction in the over-representation of Aboriginal 
children in out-of-home care during the 2017-18 period compared to the previous 
year (10.4 compared to 10.8 in 2016-17)2. The working group also acknowledges the 
appointment of the first ever commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people 
in this state and has gratefully welcomed Commissioner April Lawrie to the working 
group membership. 
 
The working group is supportive of policy and strategy shifts that have taken place 
within DCP and the Department of Human Services, including the renewed focus on 
Aboriginal families in the design phases of the state government’s early intervention 
strategy. The group is mindful, however that the only indicators truly indicative of 
success of these policies and strategies are the rates of removal of Aboriginal 
children as well as the disproportionality ratios of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children in care. These figures will continue to be of most interest to the 
working group in holding government accountable for its commitment to the Family 
Matters campaign principles and objectives. 
 
Aboriginal families and communities in South Australia continue to want to take part 
in and have control over the decisions affecting their children, and continue to want 
them to have every opportunity to be raised in, and thrive in, safe and happy families 
and communities. This is going to require a very significant scaling up of current 
initiatives designed to support Aboriginal families early, as well as those initiatives 
that seek to reunite Aboriginal children with their families in a timely manner. 
 

																																																								
2 Family Matters. (2018). The Family Matters Report 2018. Melbourne: SNAICC – National Voice for our 
Children.		
 
 


