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Over the past year, Victoria has progressed a number of reforms to address the over-
representation of Aboriginal children and young people in out-of-home care. We 
commend the Victorian Government’s commitment to progressing self-determination 
for all Aboriginal people living in Victoria. In particular, there has been significant 
investment in Aboriginal child and family welfare; including $13.6 million over two 
years to support the transition of Aboriginal children to Aboriginal community-
controlled organisations (ACCOs). Two ACCOs are authorised under Aboriginal 
Children in Aboriginal Care (ACAC) to case manage Aboriginal children in out-of-
home care, and two are in pre-authorisation phase. Currently, almost 50% of 
Aboriginal children in care are now managed by an ACCO – a 2.5 times increase 
since 2017. By June 2020, 216 Aboriginal children will be authorised to an ACCO.  
The Victorian Government has also invested $53.5 million in Wungurilwil 
Gapgapduir: Aboriginal Children in Families Agreement – the first tripartite 
agreement between the Aboriginal community, the child and family services sector 
and the Government. This agreement is aimed at redressing the over-representation 
of Aboriginal children in out-of-home care.  
 
However, despite this progress, more funding to ACCOs is needed to reflect growing 
need, especially in the prevention space. For example, Victorian ACCOs receive 9% 
of total government funding spent on prevention and out-of-home care services, 
despite Aboriginal children making up 17% of the child protection population. Further, 
in the two-year time period between April 2017 and March 2019, 73 out of 702 (10%) 
unborn reports for Aboriginal children were substantiated within six months of birth, 
compared to 9% for non-Aboriginal children. In addition, in that same period, 146 out 
of 702 (21%) unborn reports for Aboriginal children progressed to out-of-home care 
within 12 months of birth. This is significantly higher than the non-Aboriginal cohort 
(13%), suggesting that greater investment in culturally safe prevention services is 
crucial. The Victorian Aboriginal Child Care Agency (VACCA) is working with the 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) and other key stakeholders to 
progress the commitment for all unborn reports to be managed by ACCOs.   
 
In terms of ensuring that Aboriginal children in out-of-home care can maintain their 
cultural connections, 847 cultural plans have been endorsed since implementation of 
the new cultural planning model in Victoria. However, at the end of March 2019, just 
568 (33%) Aboriginal children and young people had approved cultural plans, 
suggesting that more work needs to be done in this space. In this regard, DHHS has 
agreed to review the current process around developing cultural plans and provide 
greater responsibility in developing and implementing cultural plans to ACCOs. 



Further, in terms of ensuring connection through appropriate placements, in March 
2019, 42% of Aboriginal children and young people were recorded as having an 
Aboriginal carer. The Aboriginal status of the carer was not recorded for 
approximately 33% of Aboriginal children and young people. Also, 50% of Aboriginal 
children and young people in kinship care were placed with Aboriginal carers.  
 
Finally, other notable developments include:  

• There has been some limited funding to develop an Aboriginal evidence base 
of what works. VACCA is developing an outcomes framework that will include 
cultural indicators for DHHS. 

• Aboriginal-led research and evaluation underway for a range of initiatives 
including ACAC, The Orange Door and the new model of kinship care. 

• The Victorian Aboriginal Children & Young People’s Alliance (VACYP) has 
been funded to develop a business model for ACCO child and family 
services. 

• DHHS will develop a carer strategy for carers of Aboriginal children in 
partnership with VACYP members.  

 
Despite these initiatives, as at March 2019, 19.1% of Victorian Aboriginal children 
and young people were involved with the child protection system, compared to 1.4% 
of non-Aboriginal children and young people. In the same period, 16% of Aboriginal 
children engaged with child protection were subject to a permanent care order. The 
average length of stay in out-of-home care for Aboriginal children and young people 
in March 2019 was six months longer than non-Aboriginal children and young people 
(three years versus two years and six months). The percentage of Aboriginal children 
exiting out-of-home care to be reunified with their family within six months was 59%, 
whereas after six months the percentage dropped to 41% (Feb 2018 – Jan 2019). 
These statistics indicate that despite promising initiative, sustained effort is needed to 
eliminate the over-representation of Aboriginal children and young people in out-of-
home care in Victoria.   
 


