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It is with much sadness and despair that we report that the number of Aboriginal 
children and families having contact with the Western Australian child protection 
system has increased. Aboriginal children today represent more than 55% of the total 
children in out-of-home care, a statistic significantly higher than any other state in 
Australia.  
 
In Western Australia, Aboriginal children are more likely to enter out-of-home care 
than non-Aboriginal children, they are more likely to have a higher number of 
placements, stay in care longer and be subject to a finalised guardianship order.  
In 2018, the Western Australian Government introduced and funded a range of new 
early intervention family support services. These services are provided directly by an 
Aboriginal community-controlled organisation (ACCO) or in partnership with an 
ACCO. The objective of these services is to divert Aboriginal families from the child 
protection system and less Aboriginal children entering out-of-home care.  
 
Since 2018, very little has changed within the out-of-home care sector.  
 
In July 2019, the Western Australian Government announced its reform plans 
pertaining to out-of-home care had been deferred for at least 12 months. In deferring 
the reform, the Government identified key objectives, inclusive of collaboration with 
ACCOs and Aboriginal communities and the development of trauma-informed and 
responsive service models. Yorganop continues to work alongside the Government, 
and stakeholders, to make certain the voices of Aboriginal children in out-of-home 
care, their families and communities are heard and listened to.  
 
Yorganop is Western Australia’s only ACCO providing foster care. Yorganop is 
funded by the Government to provide out-of-home care arrangements for Aboriginal 
children. In 2017/18 there were 2,452 Aboriginal children in out-of-home care. 
Yorganop was funded to provide general care arrangements for 114 of these children 
(equal to 4.6%). At this time, 978 Aboriginal children in out-of-home care were living 
in non-Aboriginal care arrangements. Yorganop has the capacity to provide more 
Aboriginal children in out-of- home with culturally appropriate care arrangements, 
however, without the support of the Western Australian Government, this is not 
possible.  
 
In Western Australia, young people ‘age out-of-care’ the day of their 18th birthday. It 
is known that these young people are a particularly vulnerable group, requiring a 
suite of services to support positive and smooth transitions from care to the 



community. To support Aboriginal young people in their leaving care transition, 
Yorganop is partnering with Anglicare in their co-design and implementation of a 
Home Stretch Trial.  
 
Finally, given that the over-representation of Aboriginal children in out-of-home care 
in Western Australia is a significant concern, the Department of Communities 
has supported the establishment of the Noongar Family Safety and Wellbeing 
Council (NFSWC), which has the potential to increase advocacy around these 
issues.  
 
The objectives of the NFSWC are to assist in the provision of relief from poverty, 
sickness, suffering, destitution, misfortune, distress and helplessness for Aboriginal 
people in Western Australia, without discrimination. The NFSWC’s role includes:   

• providing a strong voice for Noongar children and families to promote human 
rights, self-determination and cultural healing 

• providing leadership in preventing Aboriginal children and youth being 
removed from family 

• promoting policy, legislation, framework and program development consistent 
with cultural safety and human rights 

• supporting and strengthening Noongar people’s rights to cultural safety and 
equitable partnerships in all aspects of Government engagement and service 
delivery 

• assisting Aboriginal community and member organisations to engage in 
capacity building in relation to family safety and well-being 

• supporting members to provide early intervention, family support and 
residential care for Noongar children 

• engaging in research that is at the forefront and embodies Noongar Kaatijin 
family safety and wellbeing. 

 


